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INFORMAL MINUTES 0? A SPECIAL MEETING OF' THE INTERDEPARTMENTAL 
FOREIGN INFORMATION ORGANIZATION CALLED AT THE REQUEST OF 

p °K THURSDAY OCTOBER 12, 1950, IN OFFICE OP DIRECTOR 


'9 


PRESENT s 


Department of State - Mr* © Barrett, Director 

Mr o Stone, Executive Secretary 
Mr© Hulteh 

Department of Defense - General Magruder 
Joint Chiefs of Staff ® Admir al Btevena 
Central Intelligence Agency 

25X1 A 


Bapai?taent of the Army - General McClure 
Economic Cooperation Administration - Mr* Drummond 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


The meeting Has called at the request of 

certain foreign information activities of E' 


cons id e 

category which requires 
Department and 0PC„ 


25X1 A 


careful, coordination with S 


xn a 


— stated that he felt it was important for the 

jioarci 'jO discuss this problem with,.. Mr 0 Drummond in order to 
assure the most effective coordination of the type of propa- 
ganda ^ activity^ which necessarily involves important policy and 
security considerations© He noted that problems in this field 
nad been discussed with the State Department and that an agree- 
ment was being worked out in flonni » g activities and 

responsibilities in this field© made it clear that 

ne was not concerned with questions or jurisdictional interest© 
out was solely concerned in reaching an understanding which 
would achieve the most workable and effective coordination© 

He outlined several conditions under which the disclosure of 
the source would be detrimental, because it would (i) cause 
grave diplomatic embarrassment, (2) impair the effectiveness 


of the project, or (3) prejudice the medium employed 

Mr © Drummond said that he favored coordination as long 
as it would not .hamper getting the job done well© He was not 
concerned with jurisdictional issues and would cooperate fully 
with the State Department and EGA in seeing that specific 
projects were handled by the agency best equipped to do the 
job effectively „ He pointed out that EGA information ODerations 
in Europe are based on the principle of double de-centralisation, 
iirst to 0SR in Paris and second, to the individual country 
missions which have considerable" latitude in handling local 
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projects without having to refer to ' Washington! Mr c Drummond 
stated that EGA. has worked on the prlhcipl 


that the most 


effective propaganda is frequently that conducted by indigenous 
organisations or groups 0 He gave several illustrations of the 
type of project which' EGA had undertaken in this fields 

lo Financial assistance to European publication, .such 
as a proposed • magazine devoted to European unity, 
usually in the form of payment for subscriptions . 

,2b a- Assistance to private local organizations or _ 

committees in Prance aM Italy for dissemimrcJjon 


of posters 5 

printed ma 

ferial , 

etc 6 

Assistance . "> 

So labor or 

ganizati 

.ons ? 

purchase of 

leaflets o 

:r other 

mate: 


Marshall Plan objectives! 

Assistance in the production of films, usually 
?ders for prints o 
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by placing or 
In response to a. question ft; 


Mr o Drummond 


st 

OS 


tated that EGA does not always limit its use of .local private 
•r'g a hi sat ions to the dissemination' of information in support 
of - Marshall Flan objectives o II© said that in prance and . 
Italy, -and - perhaps, certain other' countries, EGA has gone 
beyohd this ' in assisting' private ' groups,, but he. believed that, 
thM s was l.vav's don© with tn.@ knowledge ox . tne Ani.oassssu.Gk ^ 

•He stressed the fact that EGA always follows State Department 
policy guidances on issues like Korea 6 ■ 
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stressed the need for effective coord Inal 
of projects 'which involve- subsidies or financial aid to 
private groups abroad o As a general rule, he thought that 
the State "Department and EGA should " handle projects' involving 
subscriptions ' to overt ’publications , purchase of leaflets- and 
other overt printed materials, motion- picture prints arid , 
posters* and that CIA should , in general, not- enter this field 
or subsidise lh So publishing firas and motion, picture pro- 
ducers 0 On the Other hand, he thought that the State Depart- 
ment and 1 EGA ' should hot. engage'- in subsidising, foreign groups 
or newspapers • and should' be particularly careful about its .. 
arrangements with organizations in the labor field a 

.Admiral Stevens said that "a good rule f dr agencies . 
engaged in overt . propaganda would be -.the- provision of marketable 
products at the market, price o . . .. . . Vi 


" Mr o Barrett, -revert-ing- to the question of -coordination* 
suggested-, thiat th^ agreement forked .'out . by. ' -the Central InteM 
i^'enoe 'h^eri&y diKi the State Department should apply .eq 

concurred and, Mr 0 Drummond stated that 


to EGA „■ 
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he would welcome an opportunity to go over the agreement 
in terms of EGA activities in the field 0 Further dis-» 
ctfasion brought out the fact that the EGA. office in Paris 
does not normally receive reports on projects of this kind, 
which are handle d in the ind ividual EGA missions in Marshall 
Plan countries <> | noted that all projects requiring 

policy decisions were rererred to Washington by his agency 0 
MTo Hulten said that all State Department projects in the 
field in this category were likewise referred to Washington 
for policy'' decision., 


The following proposal by Mr. Barrett was accepted? 


1 o 

25X1A 2 , 
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That the agreement between the State Department 
and CIA be referred to EGA for its approval? 


w ill und ertake to appoint a 

to coordinate projects 


That 

representative In 
in this field with designated representatives of 
State and EGA, and will consider the possibility 
of assig ning a man to coordinate similar projects 
in 


and other European countries 0 
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Ms?o Stone was requested to send a copy of the State 
Department-CIA agreement to Mr« Drummo nd in Paris and to 
check the Minutes of the meeting with 
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WTStone svth 
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